
EL POMAR FOUNDATION 

March 2026 Regional Grant Announcements  

The following document is a collection of nine press releases sent by El Pomar Foundation to 

media outlets in rural regions across Colorado in April 2026. The press releases highlight 

grants approved at El Pomar’s March 2026 Trustee meeting.  

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established 

legacy of general purpose grant making throughout the state of Colorado. The competitive 

process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations to receive funding, which 
accepts applications on a rolling basis. Additionally, over the last 80 years, El Pomar has 

either developed or been entrusted with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well 

as presenting Trustee merit grants. Since 2003, El Pomar’s Regional Partnerships program 
has also provided invaluable support to 11 regions encompassing the entire state of 

Colorado, representing all 64 counties, led by more than 70 community leaders on regional 

councils, in an effort to increase impact and establish connections throughout the state.  

For more information about El Pomar’s grant making, please visit our website or contact Erin 

Hannan, Vice President of Communications, with specific questions about these 

announcements at ehannan@elpomar.org.  

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/
mailto:ehannan@elpomar.org


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719–577–5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $97,500 to organizations in the Central Peaks region

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — El Pomar Trustees approved $97,500 allocated to seven 
nonprofit organizations and government agencies in the Central Peaks region at the Foundation’s March 

Trustees meeting. Through the Foundation’s grant making process, the following organizations were 

awarded grants: 

 Boys and Girls Club of Fremont County, Inc. (Cañon City) – $10,000 for general operating support; 

regional council  

 Chaffee County (Salida) – $20,000 for Department of Public Health's youth prevention and wellness 
program; regional council  

 Humane Society of Fremont County, Inc. (Cañon City) – $20,000 for emergency veterinary care fund; 

Hambrick Fund  

 Places to Age (Salida) – $25,000 for assisted living and memory care facility; competitive  

 The Middle Way Sanctuary (Fairplay) – $2,500 for direct care of equines; Sally Beck Fund  

 Wet Mountain Valley Community Foundation, Inc. (Westcliffe) – $10,000 for general operating 
support; regional merit  

 Wet Mountain Valley Rotary Community Service, Inc. (Westcliffe) – $10,000 for general operating 

support; competitive 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 

to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 
with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 

recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis. 

In an effort to increase impact and establish connections across the entire state, the Regional Partnerships 

program was established in 2003. Each of the Foundation’s 11 regional councils advises El Pomar Trustees 
and recommends grants to help support its communities. The Central Peaks Regional Council recommends 

grants in Chaffee, Custer, Fremont, and Park Counties. Council members are regional leaders in the 

business, nonprofit, and public sectors and provide first-hand information about current needs in their own 

communities. 

The Freda Hambrick Fund supports nonprofit organizations that prevent cruelty to animals, provide direct 

care and medical assistance, and offer educational programs for the proper care of and attention to 
animals within the state of Colorado. 

The Sally Beck Fund supports organizations providing direct care to equines, therapeutic riding programs, 
equine education programs, and equine-related disaster response programs. 

mailto:ehannan@elpomar.org


To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 
https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/ 

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 
approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 

initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 

development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 

operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 
Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 

encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 

###

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719-577-5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $22,500 to organizations in the High Country region 

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — El Pomar Trustees approved $22,500 allocated to three 

nonprofit organizations in the High Country region at the Foundation’s March Trustees meeting. Through 

the Foundation’s grant making process, the following organizations were awarded grants: 

 CASA of the Continental Divide (Dillon) – $10,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 High Country Conservation Center (Frisco) – $5,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Recovery Resources (Snowmass) – $7,500 for direct care of equines; Sally Beck Fund 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 

to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 
with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 

recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis. 

The Sally Beck Fund supports organizations providing direct care to equines, therapeutic riding programs, 

equine education programs, and equine-related disaster response programs. 

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 

approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 

initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 

development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 
operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 

Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 

encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719-577-5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $96,000 to organizations in the North region 

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — El Pomar Trustees approved $96,000 allocated to 11 nonprofit 

organizations in the North region at the Foundation’s March Trustees meeting. Through the Foundation’s 

grant making process, the following organizations were awarded grants: 

 Azteca Boxing Club (Greeley) – $5,000 for youth athletic program; Hybl Fund  

 Estes Valley Crisis Advocates (Estes Park) – $10,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Fort Collins Habitat for Humanity – $25,000 for Harmony Cottages; competitive  

 Friends of Lackota Animal Sanctuary (Nunn) – $5,000 for direct care of equines; Sally Beck Fund  

 Front-Porch Felines (Fort Lupton) – $3,500 for direct care of animals; Hambrick Fund  

 Luvin Arms Animal Sanctuary (Erie) – $2,500 for direct care of equines; Sally Beck Fund  

 The Old Gallery (Allenspark) – $10,000 for capital improvements; competitive  

 Project Self-Sufficiency of Loveland-Fort Collins – $20,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Rhythm of the Horse Therapeutic Horsemanship, Inc. (Fort Lupton) – $2,500 for direct care of 

equines; Sally Beck Fund  

 We Help and Love Everyone (Greeley) – $5,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Wild Plum Center for Young Children and Families (Longmont) – $7,500 for general operating 

support; competitive 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 

to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 

with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 
recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis. 

The Bill and Kathy Hybl Fund supports Olympic, Paralympic, and youth sports. Bill Hybl, a lifetime public 

servant, has long been dedicated to amateur sport. Currently Chair Emeritus of the United States Olympic 

Endowment, he believes the ideals of excellence, fair play, and hard work through sport are important for 
athletes as well as children. 

The Freda Hambrick Fund supports nonprofit organizations that prevent cruelty to animals, provide direct 

care and medical assistance, and offer educational programs for the proper care of and attention to 
animals within the state of Colorado. 

The Sally Beck Fund supports organizations providing direct care to equines, therapeutic riding programs, 
equine education programs, and equine-related disaster response programs. 

mailto:ehannan@elpomar.org


To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 
https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/ 

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 
approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 

initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 

development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 

operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 
Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 

encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 

###

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719-577-5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $65,000 to organizations in the Northeast region 

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — El Pomar Trustees approved $65,000 allocated to three 

nonprofit organizations and government agencies in the Northeast region at the Foundation’s March 

Trustees meeting. Through the Foundation’s grant making process, the following organizations were 
awarded grants: 

 Akron Volunteer Fire Department – $25,000 for hydraulic rescue tools; Wildland Fire Fund  

 Kit Carson Rural Development – $30,000 for affordable housing project; competitive  

 Phillips County (Holyoke) – $10,000 for food assistance; regional council 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 
to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 

with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 

recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis. 

In an effort to increase impact and establish connections across the entire state, the Regional Partnerships 

program was established in 2003. Each of the Foundation’s eleven regional councils advises El Pomar 
Trustees and recommends grants to help support its communities. The Northeast Regional Council 

recommends grants in Cheyenne, Kit Carson, Lincoln, Logan, Morgan, Phillips, Sedgwick, Washington, and 

Yuma Counties. Council members are regional leaders in the business, nonprofit, and public sectors and 
provide first-hand information about current needs in their own communities. 

The Wildland Fire Fund assists with immediate emergency needs of volunteer firefighting agencies and first 

responders throughout the state of Colorado. 

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/ 

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 

approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 
initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 

development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 

operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 

Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 
encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719-577-5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $62,500 to organizations in the Northwest region 

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — El Pomar Trustees approved $62,500 allocated to five 
nonprofit organizations and government agencies in the Northwest region at the Foundation’s March 

Trustees meeting. Through the Foundation’s grant making process, the following organizations were 

awarded grants: 

 Colorado Discover Ability (Grand Junction) – $7,500 for adaptive outdoor recreation for youth with 

disabilities; Hybl Fund  

 Community Budget Center of Craig – $10,000 for new roof; competitive  

 Mesa County RSVP, Inc. (Grand Junction) – $10,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Plateau Valley Fire Protection District (Mesa) – $15,000 for personal protective equipment and 

wildland firefighting equipment; Wildland Fire Fund  

 Steamboat Springs Youth Soccer Association – $20,000 for Lockhart Fields; Hybl Fund 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 

to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 

with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 
recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis. 

The Bill and Kathy Hybl Fund supports Olympic, Paralympic, and youth sports. Bill Hybl, a lifetime public 

servant, has long been dedicated to amateur sport. Currently Chair Emeritus of the United States Olympic 

Endowment, he believes the ideals of excellence, fair play, and hard work through sport are important for 

athletes as well as children. 

The Wildland Fire Fund assists with immediate emergency needs of volunteer firefighting agencies and first 
responders throughout the state of Colorado. 

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/ 

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 

approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 
initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 

development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 

operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 
Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 

encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 
###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719-577-5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $195,000 to organizations in the San Juan region 

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — El Pomar Trustees approved $195,000 allocated to 11 

nonprofit organizations and government agencies in the San Juan region at the Foundation’s March 

Trustees meeting. Through the Foundation’s grant making process, the following organizations were 
awarded grants: 

 Blue Sage Center (Paonia) – $6,000 for general operating support; regional merit  

 CASA of the Seventh Judicial District, Inc. (Montrose) – $50,000 for San Juan Haven at The Village; 
competitive  

 Delta County Memorial Hospital – $25,000 for Da Vinci robotic surgical system; competitive  

 Delta Health Foundation – $5,000 for general operating support; regional merit  

 Friends of the Paradise Theatre (Paonia) – $4,000 for general operating support; regional merit  

 Friends of Youth and Nature (Hotchkiss) – $15,000 for passenger van; competitive  

 Loyal Guardians Service Dog Training (Delta) – $5,000 for general operating support; regional merit  

 Ouray Ice Park, Inc. – $15,000 for Our Water Our Future campaign; competitive  

 Shepherd's Hand, Inc. (Montrose) – $10,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Unify Montrose – $45,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Wright Stuff Community Foundation (Norwood) – $15,000 for Prime Time Early Learning Center 

general operating support; competitive 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 

to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 
with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 

recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis. 

In an effort to increase impact and establish connections across the entire state, the Regional Partnerships 

program was established in 2003. Each of the Foundation’s eleven regional councils advises El Pomar 
Trustees and recommends grants to help support its communities. The San Juan Regional Council 

recommends grants in Delta, Gunnison, Hinsdale, Montrose, Ouray, and San Miguel Counties. Council 

members are regional leaders in the business, nonprofit, and public sectors and provide first-hand 

information about current needs in their own communities.   

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/ 

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 

approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 

mailto:ehannan@elpomar.org
https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/


initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 
development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 

operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 

Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 
encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 

###



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719-577-5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $5,000 to organization in the San Luis Valley region 

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — During its March Trustees meeting, El Pomar Trustees 

approved a $5,000 grant through the Foundation’s competitive application process for ScSEED in Saguache 

for general operating support. 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 

to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 
with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 

recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis. 

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/ 

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 

approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 

initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 
development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 

operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 

Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 
encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719-577-5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $105,000 to organizations in the Southeast region 

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — El Pomar Trustees approved $105,000 allocated to five 

nonprofit organizations in the Southeast region at the Foundation’s March Trustees meeting. Through the 

Foundation’s grant making process, the following organizations were awarded grants: 

 CASA of Pueblo – $60,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Colorado Legal Services (Pueblo) – $10,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Halfway Home (Pueblo) – $15,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Nature and Wildlife Discovery Center (Beulah) – $15,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Trees Please, Inc. (Pueblo) – $5,000 for general operating support; competitive 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 
to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 

with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 

recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 

rolling basis. 

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 

https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/ 

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 

approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 

initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 

development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 

operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 
Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 

encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 

Erin Hannan, Senior Vice President of Communications 

719-577-5750 or ehannan@elpomar.org

El Pomar Foundation approves $50,000 to organizations in the Southwest region 

Colorado Springs, Colo. — April 22, 2026 — El Pomar Trustees approved $50,000 allocated to four 

nonprofit organizations in the Southwest region at the Foundation’s March Trustees meeting. Through the 

Foundation’s grant making process, the following organizations were awarded grants: 

 4 The Children (Durango) – $10,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Four Corners Office for Resource Efficiency (Durango) – $10,000 for general operating support; 

competitive  

 Montezuma School to Farm Project (Cortez) – $5,000 for general operating support; competitive  

 Oak Tree Youth Resources (Durango) – $25,000 for general operating support; competitive 

Founded by Spencer and Julie Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation has an established legacy of general 

purpose grant making. The competitive process remains the Foundation’s primary vehicle for organizations 
to receive funding. Additionally, over the last 89 years, El Pomar has either developed or been entrusted 

with the stewardship of a number of other funds, as well as presenting merit grants in each region 

recommended by Trustees and regional council members. Competitive applications are accepted on a 
rolling basis. 

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s funds and grant making areas, please visit our website at 
https://www.elpomar.org/grant-making/ 

El Pomar Foundation is one of the largest and oldest private foundations in Colorado. El Pomar contributes 

approximately $30 million annually through grants in the areas of arts and culture, civic and community 
initiatives, education, health, and human services, as well as community engagement and leadership 

development programs to support Colorado nonprofit organizations. In addition, the Foundation owns and 

operates three historic properties: Penrose Heritage Museum, Penrose House Conference Center, and Will 
Rogers Shrine of the Sun. Spencer and Julie Penrose founded El Pomar in 1937 with the mission to enhance, 

encourage, and promote the current and future well-being of the people of Colorado. 

###
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